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It is obvious that the book is a compilation. Lists of the indices 
have furnished much material ; and they have been most carefully 
worked over and analyzed. Less happy is the impression given the 
reader in those parts which rest upon secondary material. These seem 
somewhat hastily digested in parts. For instance Hilgers on Jansenism 
is followed so closely (volume ii, pages 227 et seq.) along a distracting 
line of reasoning that one feels at sea as to the extent of state censor- 
ship in France in that connection. There is a full chapter on Jansen- 
ism in the first volume , where the matter might have been treated, and 
there are sections in the second volume on Gallicanism and on church 
and state which touch upon it. Indeed one cannot but feel that a 
better arrangement of material might have been made throughout the 
whole work. The subject is an intricate one, and the author states 
that he has deliberately chosen to repeat himself for the sake of clarity. 
But in some cases clarity is lost by breaking up a subject for the sake 
of this partial treatment. The use of the index at the close of the 
book — which is absolutely indispensable — will perhaps largely obviate 
these objections ; and it may not be fair to judge a book of reference 
of the encyclopaedic class by literary standards. Then, too, the intro- 
ductory chapter is an illuminating summary, to which the others form 
a sort of documentary appendix. Those who go beyond it will be 
interested in particular phases, and they can easily work them out. 
While not an absolutely original piece of work, it is yet the product of 
much industry, wide reading and judicious discrimination, and English 
readers should be grateful for it. 

J. T. Shotwell. 

Die Blutezeit der deutschen Hanse. Hansische Geschichte von 
der zweiten Halfte des XlVten bis zum letzten Viertel des XV ten 
Jahrhunderts. By E. Daeneix. Berlin, Georg Reimer, 1906. — 
Two volumes : xvii, 474; xv, 561 pp. 

II Sistema della costituzione economica e sociale italiana nell'eta 
dei Comuni. By Gino Arias. Turin and Rome, Roux e Viarengo, 
1905-— 558 PP- 

The economic history of Germany and Italy during the middle ages 
furnishes a particularly attractive and profitable field, in view of the 
somewhat specious character of their political history. The pageantry 
of empire or papacy furnishes less material to the student of politics 
than the less spectacular development of the national state in England 
and in France ; but in the renaissance of commerce and industry which 
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took place in the Italian communes and Hanseatic cities the mediaeval 
empire presents historical phenomena of the first importance. The 
available sources on the Hansa when at the height of its power are very 
full, compared with most economic history; and the main business of 
the historian has been to reduce them to order and to state conclusions. 
Indeed in a sense the history of the Hansa is rather political than 
economic ; the economic element hardly enters into the narrative more 
than it does in the international relations of modern states. Docu- 
mentary material is almost as rich as in the archives of national states ; 
and the whole impression one receives from the compressed mass of 
facts which Dr. Daenell has extracted from them is that of a com- 
mercial republic, pushing its policies boldly and intelligently with the 
strong arm of economic advantage. The two stout volumes of this 
excellent manual are filled with a minute analysis of this policy from 
1356 to 1478. The details are in fact overpowering : the work is a 
book of reference for the scholar rather than a manual for the casual 
student of economic history. It is carefully prepared, and it incorpor- 
ates the main results of research on the Hansa, particularly in the 
Hanserezesse and the various volumes of the Hansisches Urkundenbuch. 
Lacking absolutely the rhetorical power of the " old masters " who have 
left the imperial side of mediaeval German history so much aglow with 
romance, Dr. Daenell has made possible such a treatment by some 
future hand of the busy life of those northern cities, by producing a 
scientific guide to their activities which will be indispensable to all stu- 
dents of the subject. There is a careful geographical and subject 
index. 

It is perhaps fitting, on the other hand, that a parallel survey of 
Italian cities should be clothed in the eloquence which was denied the 
German historian. This is the case with Gino Arias's admirable sketch 
of the social and economic arrangements of the Italian communes. 
But while written with more of a sense of style , with a broader outlook 
and sweep, it is none the less a thorough and careful examination of 
a peculiarly intricate subject. The author has read his sources in the 
light of recent controversies; and, as he passes in review the varying 
opinions, he supplies the bibliographical apparatus by which one can 
control both these and his own conclusions. Appendices of 150 pages 
of documents add distinctly to the value of the book. Beginning with 
a survey of the problem of origins, Arias holds, as against Solmi and 
Levasseur, to the theory of a regular and formal connection between 
the antique associations and the mediaeval — a line of connection which 
he attempts to trace through changing forms and functions. The 
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treatment of the constitution of the arti and mestieri follows the slow 
formation of these organs of self-protection with sympathetic historical 
insight and terminates in a suggestive consideration of the whole 
process of social groupings as developed in the radical sociology of 
Durkeim. The first section of the book considers the economic bases 
of communal activity, the second the social consequences of these 
economic institutions in politics, financial and diplomatic relations, 
civil, penal and commercial institutions, and the philosophic concep- 
tions of the Renaissance. It may be that the resulting synthesis is 
somewhat too confidently stated, but the general conclusions by which 
the mediaeval systems are drawn into the general current of present-day 
questions deserve the careful attention of students of sociology. 

J. T. S. 

Economic History of the United States. By E. L. BOGART. 
New York, Longmans, Green and Company, 1907. — vii, 522 pp. 

Mr. Bogart has made a praiseworthy attempt to accomplish a difficult 
feat, viz., to bring the multiform phenomena that go to the making of 
a great industrial nation within the scope of a text-book. Any such 
treatment involves the most rigid picking and choosing of the facts to 
be presented. In this case the result is little if anything more than a 
commercial geography arranged on a semi-historical plan. In the chap- 
ters dealing with colonial conditions the author has attempted to account 
for experiments in land tenure, labor, etc., by English antecedents ; but 
these analogies are sometimes misleading, as when " the mercantile 
system," not trade jealousy, is made to account for the repression of 
colonial manufactures, and sometimes even fallacious, as when villen- 
age, not apprenticeship, is suggested as the origin of indentured service. 
Actual misstatements are not lacking, e. g., " the Navigation Ordinance 
of 1 65 1 " " enacted by Cromwell " and "made more severe in r66o " 
is confused with the legislation of 1663, enumerating articles that might 
not be shipped from the colonies to other than British ports. 

The treatment as a whole is unduly objective , burdened by a multitude 
of details, and it fails to convey the impression of organic development. 
The interrelation of business and politics is hardly suggested. The 
inevitable effects of war on industrial conditions and industrial legisla- 
tion is minimized. Our financial panics, so rich in significance to the 
student of currency and credit, receive but casual notice. On the other 
hand, the agricultural progress of the United States is fully and admir- 
ably treated. The enormous gains in farm acreage and in crop output, 



